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Denies using roulette wheel j I 

Simmonds Explains Bfunwiig procedure 



by Joanie Vance 

So, you pres registered 
for Tax, Public Internal 
tional Law, Special Cons 
tracts and Corporate FH 
nance, and now you‘re taking 
Air and Space, Human Rights, 
and EEC Law? You balloted 
for all your courses to ins 
dicate that you really, 
really wanted a particular 
schedule and now your class 
ses start at 8:30 Monday 
mornings and end at 5:00 
Friday afternoons? Probably 
not true, according to Assos 
ciate Dean Ralph Simmonds, 
who recently met with a Quid 
investigative reporter to 
discuss course bumpings. 
Simmonds stated that he and 
his predecessor. Rod Macdonr, 
aid, believe there was at 
most a ten percent increase 
in bumping this year. But 
getting everyone settled 
into appropriate schedules 
and putting a lid on class 
sizes, as promised to profs, 
is not so easy. 



Quotes of the Week 

Mr. Sama: in Business 

Associations : 

"Notaries are only 2nd to 
accountants in having almost 
no personality." 

Prof. H.P. Glenn: in Inr. 

troduction to Comparative 
Law : 

"Who am I to define what 
I mean??" 



Streaming' Type Bumping 

Simmonds pointed out that 
two types of bumping must be 
distinguished. The streams 
ing type occurs when a stus 
dent opts for a course not 
open to persons in his or 
her year. For example, Gova 
ernment Control of Business 
is streamed for thirds and 
fourthsyear students. Anys 
one who signs up for it in 
second year is automatically 
bumped. The course sequens 
ces mapped out in the regs 
istration materials may look 
like helpful suggestions, 
but in fact are meant to be 
taken quite seriously. Stus 
dents run the risk of finds 
ing themselves bumped from 
courses not set out for 
their year and scrambling 
for alternatives in Septems 
ber. A further problem i< 
that students who do not 
take a course during the 
year for which it is suggest 
ted may get shut out altos 
gether because it is nqt 
offered the next year. So 
if the pres registration 
materials advise a student 
to take a course "this year 
if at all", it means "or 
else " . 

Professor Simmonds points 
ed out that streaming (uns 
like exams) is not a Machias 
vellian plot hatched to 
cause anguish among stus 
dents. Streaming is organs 
ized to facilitate lecture 
and exam timetables. Before 
it was implemented, students 
had "the illusion of choice 
without the reality of it". 



Streaming ensures that cours 
ses can be taken in a partis 
cular order by students in 
particular years without 
excessive hardship. The 
development of streaming 
rules was based on a review 
of predominant enrolment 
patterns. That is, the Ass 
sociate Dean and Curricus 
lum Committee looked at the 
degree and year of students 
enroled in particular cours 
ses. Large enrolment class 
ses which were hard to shift 
around were streamed to make 
them easier for the majority 
of students to take. And 
courses which conflict sims 
ply are not meant to be 
taken in the same year. 

...and the Other Kind 

The second type of bums 
ping is based more on 
chance. It occurs when a 
course is overcrowded and 
the prof puts the brakes on 
enrolment. Although some 
courses are chronically 
oversubscribed, the list 
does change from year to 
year as courses wax and wane 
in popularity. For example. 
Corporate Finance has only 
been overcrowded for the 



On Wednesday, October 26 in 
the Moot Court, from 12sl pm 
the Dean's "Bear Pit" sess 
sion will allow all students 
to ask the Dean any question 
their little hearts desire 
(within the bounds of decen* 
cy...). Students are en;^ 
couraged to attend. 
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Bumped ? 

Cont*d from p. 1 

past two years. It 

previously attracted a 
stable number of about fifty 
students. So this year, the 
Dean and Associate Dean are 
working towards adding a 
section in second term to 
deal with the new popularity 
of securities and 

shareholder wheeling and 
dealing. 

As Associate Dean, Proa 
fessor Simmonds must bring 
to his duties a bit of pres 
science coupled with an 
ability to maintain a delis 
cate balance in the timetas 
ble. He must ask if extras 
neous factors are affecting 
selection patterns or if a 
course really needs an addis 
tional section. In other 
words, he must assess wheths 
er a course is actually bes 
coming more popular or 
whether its size is more 
related to the time at which 
or years for which it is 
offered. For example. Pubs 
lie International Law was 
not so jammed last year that 
Simmonds thought it would be 
bursting at the seams this 
year. And last year, one 
Equity and Trusts section 
was packed because the other 
section was in a bad time 
slot. The solution was to 
change the timetable, rather 
than add a third section. 

Each year, the Associate 
Dean must give statistical 
information to the Staff 
Appointments Committee im. 
dicating his view on staf% 
fing priority areas. Howa 
ever, the SAC does not have 
to act on the Associate 
Dean's suggestions. It has 
other concerns to balance as 
well, such as the financial 
resources or teaching applia 
cant pool available. The 
SAC tries to match potential 
staff to their areas of exa 
pertise during the hiring 
process, but must balance 
that consideration with gaps 
caused by professors on saba 
batical and lacunae in the 
curriculum. 



Although Simmonds makes 
recommendations, the Dean is 
responsible for final stafa 
fing decisions, such as hia 
ring, promotions, tenure, 
course shifts, research 
leaves and publication 
grants. Simmonds can advise 
on some facets of these dea 
cisions related to his role 
as Associate Dean, such as 
massive overcrowding in a 
course. Naturally, the Dean 
notices massive undersuba 
scription too a a if a course 
has a small enrolment, he 
will ask whether the Faculty 
can continue to offer it. 
Again, however, factors such 
as poor timetabling or fasha 
ionability will be taken ina 
to account. The Dean will 
not simply correct overcrowa 
ding by eliminating an outa 
ofafashion course which is 
still academically respeca 
table and shifting the pror. 
fessor to an extra section 
of a popular course. 

Labour^s Up... 

This year, two courses 
which have suffered from the 
combined impact of timea 
tabling and streaming are 
Labour and Judicial Law. 
Labour is undersubscribed 
due to a change in the 
streaming rules. For the 
first time, secondayear 
students in The National 
Program are being streamed 
into a flipaflop schedule. 
They are requested to take 
all the basic courses in the 
regime of law other than the 
one in which they started. 
This locks students into a 
certain number of obligatory 
credits, and Labour's enrola 



Iment has dwindled as a rea 
suit. It should bounce back 
up in numbers next year. 

and Judicial*s Down 

On the other end of the 
spectrum, each of the two 
sections of Judicial Law are 
so full they could provide 
quorum for a General Asa 
sembly. The various proa 
grams which have been ima 
plemented year after year 
have had the effect of 
making Judicial Law this 
year's popular choice. The 
intricacies of the Code of 
Civil Procedure will be sura 
veyed by firsts year civila 
ijms, secondayear common law 
students who have flipped 
into firsts year civil law 
courses, thirdayear common 
law students keeping the 
National option open, and 
fourth year B.C.L. (prea 
viously LL.B.) students. See 
you there. 

Got bumpee blues? 

So, it you've been bumped 
this year and you can't graa 
duate as a result, it is a 
mistake. Associate Dean 
Simmonds is there to fix 
things up. If you aren't in 
such dire straits, and have 
followed the streaming ina 
structions, he will do all 
he can to accomodate your 
needs, except get you into 
Corporate Finance. If you 
played Russian roulette with 
your schedule, blithely iga 
noring the suggested plan of 
action, you can still go to 
see him, hat in hand. But 
next year, try to play by 
the rules a a and hope your 
luck is good. 



Hugo Flesch Fillers: Professor Glenn, attacking 
those that seem to be his main opponents, has recen~ 
tly taken his campaign for the Deanship to a broader 
based constituency witness these two headlines in 
last week’s New York Times; 

Oct. 11/83 



Oct. 13/83 
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Glenn Urges Hoi 
ding Up Missile 
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Quid i^Novi 

Quid Novi is published weekly by 
the students of McGill Faculty of 
Law. Weekly meetings are held on 
Mondays at 1 p.m. in Room 204. 
Getting old and grey are: E. BeDh 
Bivar, W. Burrows, A. Cohen, M. 
Condster, P. Dauphinee, P. 
Eliadis, S. Fisher, I. Fraser, R. 
Goosen, R. Janda, J. Latour, S. 
Levesque, V. Marleau, B. Mitchell, 
D. &kolyk, S. Stephenson, J. 
Vance, G. Witte, and D. Xistris. 




LETTERS 

Anyone Wanna Talk? 



(A response to "Anyone Wann 
Na Toke?", Quid , Sept. 28, 
1983 and "Anyone Wanna Be a 
Cop?", Quid, Oct. 13, 
1983). 

Issues such as the one 
made topical in the two most 
recent Quid publications iln 
lustrate the interest and, 
indeed, volatile nature of 
just one area of criminal 
law, police and police powa 
ers. Depending on who you 
listen to, or read, the poa 
lice do too much or they do 
too little. 



Editorial 

Ctvtl at Heart 

Some of my best friends are in common law. Well. 
That‘s a lie, but any friendship I had with them may 
soon be irrevocably damaged after this little exercise 
in futility. 

I am getting rather upset at all these cute little 
digs by second' year "commoners" at civil law students 
about the integrity of the civil law and how let's 
face it common law is much more interesting. And 
how civilians are plain paranoid, and so on. The fact 
is that second year students who started out in common 
law have already had the advantage of developing one 
year of legal cynicism. They do not need a cause or a 
hero. Heroes are not necessary in second year. Only 
John Shields* summaries are necessary in second (and 
third...) year. It‘s all very well to snicker at a 
first year student's enthusiasm for the law according 
to Prof. Crepeau. How quickly some forget how certain 
contracts professors were idolized by what looked a lot 
to me like hero worship. Hey I'm not knocking it. But 
first year is a bit of an adventure, and it should stay 
that way. 

It could be that I am writing this drivel because I 
started out in civil law, and was sure that Prof. Cre^ 
peau had an inside line to God. Whatever the reason, I 
would probably have appreciated it (way back when) if 
my enthusiasm for first year *'* and the civil law 
and the Draft Civil Code had been treated with any* 
thing except a patronizing pat on the head. 

Pearl Eliadis 



Take one perspective that 
some of us may experience 
soon, that of the defence 
lawyer. How do you deal 
with a client's allegations 
of police brutality or with 
evidence obtained by quesa 
tionable means? When it 
comes down to believing your 
client or the cop who do you 
think the court will choose? 
On the other hand, there is 
the victims* viewpoint of 
crime (maybe police are 
implicitly included here). 
Imagine the contempt for a 
legal system which sees 
offenders freed on technir. 
calities, or never apprehena 
ded at all. 

What is criminal law 
supposed to do? Are quest, 
tionable tactics to be cona 
doned or even encouraged in 



the name of higher objeca 
fives? What does the Chars 
ter say about all this? For 
that matter, what does Bill 
Cal 57 say about our priori* 
ties? These questions are, 
of course, the mere tip of 
the cliched iceberg. 

The McGill Criminal Law 
Group is here to help break 
the ice. We are a new group 
in the Faculty which has 
developed as a result of our 
desire to broaden our knows 
ledge of Canada's criminal 
justice system. This year 
we have chosen the very exa 
pansive theme of "Prosecus 
torial Discretion in the 
Criminal Process" as a focus 
for speakers, panel discuss 
sions, and trial simulas 
tions. 



Our next meeting is Fria 
day, October 21, 1 p.m., in 
room 203. We have a few 
ideas and we would like to 
hear some more. Anyone ina 
te rested in criminal law is 
cordially invited. 

Mark Adilman 
Murray MacDonald 
Co* Chairpersons, McGill 
Criminal Law Group 



Election Runoff Results 
B.C.L. I Class President 




Scott Turner 


*24 


Anna Yang 


17 


Spoiled 


1 


♦Elected 
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Professor Crepeau holds Court 



by Michael Shuster 

At a news conference held 
last week at McGill's Ins 
stitute of Comparative Law, 
Professor Paul A. Crepeau 
unveiled a brilliant new 
"scientific" proposal for 
reforming the Supreme Court 
of Canada. 

It seems that for years. 
Professor Crepeau has been 
conducting experiments with 
monkeys to determine "wheths 
er and how" the effectives 
ness of the Supreme Court 
can be enhanced. Recently 
he has begun to replace the 
monkeys with "slightly more 
sophisticated" subjects, and 
the results have been "ens 
cou raging" . 

During an interview cons 
ducted immediately following 
the news conference, the 
Professor explained: 

"My natural instincts as 
a comparative jurist, you 
see, led me not to be satiss 
fied with monkeys, as it 
were, but rather to extend 
the inquiry to first year 
law students. Although I 
sometimes lose sight oi the 
distinction between the two 
groups, on the whole the 
results have been satisfys 



Professor Crepeau's exs 
periments are designed to 
test the hypothesis that 
"monkeys, if not Supreme 
Court Justices, are capable 
of recognizing the distinca 
tion between the civil law 
system and the common law 
system." The underlying 
assumption of his work is 
that when a judge sitting on 
a court has a case before 
him, the particular facts 
cause a light to go off in 
his head and he says to 
himself "1053" or "conr. 
tract", as the case may be. 

He explains: 

"I wondered to myself; if 
judges can do it, why not 



monkeys? Only instead of 
testing their aptitude for 
recognizing whether a part» 
cular problem is a 1053 
problem or a problem of conti 
tract or what have you, I 
tested their ability to reca 
ognize whether the problem 
is a civil law problem or a 
common law problem. 

"The experiments were 
conducted as follows: First 

the monkeys were fitted with 
robes and placed on benches. 
On their right hand was a 
bunch of bananas. On their 
left, hot coals. We then 
had two or more parties come 
before them and act out a 
fact situation. The monkeys 
had already been instructed 
to reach for a banana if it 
was a civil law problem and 
a hot coal if it was a corns 
mon law problem. In order 
to avoid any confusion, as 
it were, only civil law 
problems were brought before 
them, and remarkably enough 
although perhaps not surprir. 
singly, the monkeys went for 
the bananas every time. 

"I was trying to sciens 
tifically think up a way, 
you see, to ease the burden 
which presently rests on the 
Supreme Court of trying to 
distinguish the civil from 
the common law. And sure 
enough I did it, I found the 
way . " 

Found it indeed. Profess 
sor Crepeau announced yesa 
terday a proposal which was 
"inspired" by the success of 
his research. He exs 



plained : 

"The Supreme Court is 
equally capable, as it were, 
as the Quebec courts of diss 
tinguishing contract from 
delict and so on, but it 
seems to have a great deal 
more difficulty, you see, 
when it comes to distins 
guishing the civil law syss 
tern from the common law 
system. Yet we now know 
that monkeys and even first 
year monkeys a er, law stus 
dents, are capable of making 
that distinction. 

"Therefore I propose that 
a separate chamber of the 
Supreme Court be created 
consisting of nine monkeys a 
I say nine because any lesa 
ser number would prejudice 
the moral authority of the 
Court a who have been traina 
ed in the manner already 
described to distinguish 
civil law problems from coma 
mon law problems. Those 
monkeys would be entrusted 
with the task of separating 
the cases which are to go 
before the Court into civil 
and common, thereby relieva 
ing the Court itself, as it 
were, of that burdensome 
task. 

"Just think of it! Mona 
keys doing the work of Supa 
reme Court Justices. And 
best of all, they'll swallow 
almost anything, no wait, 
that was the first year law 
students. Oh well, no matn 
ter, you get the idea. " 



As it were. 



DR. JOHN ORMOND 




Chirurgien Dentiste 
Dental Surgeon 


666 Sherbrooke St. West, 




(corner University) 


842-8295 


Suite 501, 


Montreal , Quebec ) 
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The A 



to K’s 



you've 

lems. 



got serious prob: 



MENS REA GET 
ACTUS TOGETHER 



Last year I was an LL.B. 
I, the AnK section that is. 
Little did I know what vaa 
ried reactions those three 
lettersi»aonly two different 
ones^acould produce. Gee 
willikers and bya golly, I 
was so glad to be here that 
you could have called me by 
any set of letters. 

Being identified as an 
LL.B. student didn't mean 
anything in particular to 
me. I didn't get a persons 
alized license plate nor did 
I get the letters stamped on 
a Tashirt. 

But as my air of naivete 
dissipated in the Fall ses 
mester the bad odors of some 
type of friction as real or 
imagined aa between LL.B. 
and B.C.L. students became 
more apparent. 

For example, if you wants 
ed to end a conversation sa 
at a party or simply in the 
corridor aa all you had to 
do was ask: "Are you a 

B.C.L. or an LL.B. student?" 
It seemed a natural question 
to ask. Since I was in the 
common law stream, the coma 
monest faces were commonly 
the common faces (only G. 
Blaine Baker could say that 
fast three times). Ergo (my 
regards to R.A. Macdonald) 
there was a good chance an 
unidentified, uncommon pera 
son was a civil law student. 
They were common to each 
other, but uncommon to me. 
Some upper year B.C.L. 
students have developed the 
knack of being extremely dea 
fensive about their status. 

What, do I look like a 
B.C.L. student? Oh no, is 
my Code showing? What, the 
makeaup didn't help? 

I thought I was asking a 
simple question (you don't 
want to complicate things at 
at the Dean's Reception) and 
But if you have to find some 
meaning in life at a first 
year law school class. 



So, having exposed this 
dilemma, how do I lead you 
out of it? Just as McGill 
attempts to produce the trur. 
ly "national" lawyer, we can 
also produce the truly "na;* 
tional" social butterfly. 
This National Social Buttery 
fly Program has some impora 
tant benefits. 

First, from the societal 
perspective, it enables stun 
dents to rise above a local 
or merely parochial view of 
legal social etiquette. 

Second, graduates with 
both degrees can flutter inn 
to the bars of all provinn 
ces, as well as several cira 
cuits in the U.S. 



Next Week: Wayne Bur- 

rows, our man on the spot, 
on American involvement in 
Central America or will 
Winter Ball make Terry 
Francona a .340 hitter? 

I ■ 



Despite playing on a 
field which had been groomed 
by an artillery barrage, the 
Mens Rea baseball team boosa 
ted their record to 2a 0 with 
a resounding victory over 
Physiology last Wednesday. 
Touted as early season faa 
vourites by Las Vegas oddsa 
makers and picked by Sports 
Illustrated to win it all, 
they are flashy bunch who 
revel in flexing their bia 
ceps to the delight of their 
female fans. Stunningly 
attired in Lovis Vuitton 
uniforms and with apparently 
unlimited credit at the 
trendiest nightspots, they 
are nonetheless a team of 
hardrocks. 



Third, being a NS BP 
graduate enables a student 
to critically examine the 
foundations of both Canadian 
systems of legal etiquette, 
which greatly sharpens cona 
ceptual and social skills. 

So, at the next party, 
take the National approach. 
For example, you could ask a 
first year student, "How's 
Foundations?" but not "How 
is Obligations?". The lats 
ter is too parochial. 

Just think of what this 
approach could lead to. No, 
maybe you had better not. 
Enough of plots and rumours 
of plots. 

Rick Goossen 



Sparked by "Stormin" 
Norm Dionne and "BoKatz" 
Katz, the Mens Reas (Mens 
Rears?) unleashed a power 
show which would have done 
Hydroti Quebec proud. While 
baseballs hurtled into the 
sky like tiny asteriods 
from the bats of Mark "Hita 
man" Ciarello and Brian 
"BigStick" Ward, bat control 
artist Roger Cutler ripped 
frozen ropes to all fields. 
In fact the crack of wood on 
cowhide got so loud that 
Charles Bronfman came down 
to see what was happening. 
However, rumours of an alia 
law outfield at the Big O 
are as yet unconfirmed. 

For several of the playa 
ers this will be their last 
chance at glory, and it 
looks as if years of toiling 
in obscurity may pay off. 
For others, this will be the 
first taste of pennant presa 
sure. But for now the Mens 
Rea state of mind is focused 
on one goal a to bring home 
that championship cup; to 
drink champagne from it; to 
get drunk on victory and 
then to throw up. Go team! 



Wayne Burrows 
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Bandeenisnt 

ContVi from p. 8 

the Japanese, and it is from 
them that we have the most 
to learn. The Japanese 
demonstrate the advantages 
of robotics, microa electros 
nics and advancing telecoms 
munications technology. 



^^^ufman J«A« to Lecture 

The McGill Criminal Law 
Group proudly presents Mr. 
Justice Kaufman of the 
Quebec Court of Appeal on 
Thursday, October 20th, at 1 
p.m. in the Moot Court, to 
speak on the topic of "Ju- 
dicial Control of the Crim- 
inal Process" (i.e. - the 

bench's view of judicial 
discretion, etc.). All 

students are welcome and 
invited to attend what pro- 
mises to be a very interes- 
ting event. 

Thank you 
McGill Criminal 
Law Group 



Important 
Sports Meeting 

Thursday, Oct. 20 in Room 
101 at 1:00 p.m. 

All interested in attending 
the Canada Law Games are 
encouraged to attend. Bring 
your lunch, questions, fund- 
raising ideas, and enthu- 
siasm ! 

N.B. New sports have been 
added this year, including 
billiards, darts, and downs 
hill skiing. 



rata 

ofessor John P • Humphrey 
s Director of the U.N. 
cretariat's Division of 
iman Rights from 1946-1966, 
d not from 1926-1966 as 
.s indicated in the Oct. 6 



The discretionary fund's 
balance for the 1983-84 
budget is $1673 and not 
$2515,50 as was indicated 
last week. 



This is not a new tune. 
Mitel was to be our big 
foray into these fields - - 
until its computer inter- 
face system, a conventional 
IBM prototype, was rejected 
in favour of Rohm corpora- 
tion's designs. This should 
serve as a lesson: we should 
not be so arrogant in assu- 
ming that we can independen- 
tly develop the infrastruc- 
ture to support any such 
cornering of the market. We 
must look elsewhere for gui- 
dance. 

The Japanese lack resoum 
ces, while we have them in 
abundance, particularly 

along our Pacific coast. 
Yet the Japanese have devel- 
oped the most advanced ap- 
plications of high tech to 
date. Would it not be in 
our respective interests to 
arrange a longaterm exchange 
program of resources for 
technology? In return for 
our timber and coal we could 
demand the construction of 
tax-exempt (and possibly 
union:! exempt) Japanese 

plants inside our country, 
on the understanding that 
the servicing and support 
tasks be performed solely by 
Japanese-strained Canadians. 
While we may prostitute our:: 
selves to the Japanese in 
the shorts run, the longs run 
effect would be the creation 
of a Canadian highs tech ins 
frastructure which could 
withstand even the occasions 
al failures of - Mitels like 
firms. It is true that this 
would not solve the basic 
difficulties presented by 
emerging collective power 
institutions but it would 
serve to expand our economic 
base, thus enabling us to 
accommodate such interests 
more effectively. Furthers 
more, if John Nesbitt's 
Megatrends analysis is to 
bear fruit (as it already 
has), then we can look fors 
ward to the reduction of 
such large concerns by virs 
tue of the individualized 
nature of highstech. 



Two Important Debates on 
Cruise Missile Testing 
in Canada 

Wednesday, October 19 at 12 
noon in the Moot Cou rt , 
there will be a debate on 
this issue between William 
Epstein, former Director oT 
the Disarmament Division of 
the U.N. Secretariat, 
against, and Robert Howse , 
Dept, of External Affairs, 
for. 

Thursday, October 20 7:30 
p.m. Moot Cou rt, tHe film 
^If You Love This Planet" 
(classified as propoganda in 
the U.S.) will be shown. 

At 8:00 p.m. Lawrence 
Greenspon, lawyer for "OpT 
e ration Dismantle", and 
Stephen Scott , Professor of 
Constitutional Law, will 
debate the legality of the 
testing of the cruise on 
Canadian soil. 

This is World Disarma- 
ment Week. Become informed. 
Come and attend these 
events! 

Wednesday's debate is spon- 
sored by: 

* The McGill Law Group on 
Nuclear Disarmament 

- Forum National 

- The McGill Study Group on 
Peace and Disarmament. 

Thursday's events are spon- 
sored by the McGill Law 
Group on Nuclear Disarma- 
ment. 

If you would like to join 
the Law Group, leave your 
name and phone number in 
the "M" slot at SAO. 



Journal Giveaway 

2nd, 3rd, and 4th year stu- 
dents are asked to pick up 
their copies of Volume 28, 
Nos. 3 & 4 at the Law Jour- 
nal Office, Mondays through 
Thursdays, 11-2 p.m. 



8 Quid Novi 



A Red Sunset over Canada? 



Ian Bandeen 

Yes, I am talking capi?. 
taUintensive industry these 
days. And I think our prew 
sent economic malaise bears 
me out. While many tout our 
current economic recovery, 
it is my opinion that we, 
the Western world, are in 
worse shape than ever. 

It is true that some of 
our prominent corporations 
(excluding the two major 
auto producers) have clama 
bered back to their feet and 
that the New York Stock 
Exchange has been breaking 
new ground continuously. 
But only a glance is needed 
to see that our economic 
structure is close to cols 
lapse. It is easy to cite 
the outstanding 700 billion 
dollar international debt as 
the principal factor behind 
such a pessimistic conclus 
sion, but I feel our probs 
lems have deeper roots. We 
have reached a crossroad in 
our society's evolution 
where democracy and longs 
term efficiency dramatically 
intersect. We do not have 
to choose one "path" over 
the other. I see our goal 
as a combination of the two 
paths, although, in making 
the decision, we may nevers 
theless be faced with a 
disappointing and irrecons 
ciliable conflict. 

Specifically, I address 
the topic of our present 
capital investment deficient 
cies. People smile and 
breathe a sigh of relief 
these days when they see a 
return to corporate "prort 
fits", yet it is important 
to ask ourselves just why we 
are experiencing our suppose 
ed "recovery". In fact, we 
have merely transformed our 
short and medium term debt, 
albeit at exorbitant rates, 
into longer-term low intern 
est debt. We have effecn 
tively sold the future benr, 
efits of current capital 



investment for relief from 
acute cash flow shortages 
arising as a result of very 
high debt service charges. 
In several strokes of the 
pen we have escaped our dil- 
emma on paper. But our ba- 
sic structural difficulties 
remain and are intensified. 

For the past few decades, 
the North American economy 
has operated on the premise 
that each individual's share 
of the pie would grow at a 
healthy rate. This promise 
has fueled a global sense of 
optimism. It is now time to 
face reality. We are no 
longer a relatively small 
number of people accessing 
vast resources. The globe 
is shrinking with each addi- 
tional exchange of informa- 
tion and the world is stead- 
ily turning to America for 
support. Witness the ludi- 
crous strength of the Amer- 
ican dollar, the increasing 
illegal immigration into the 
United States, and the pre- 
sent "lender of last resort" 
role being played by both 
the International Monetary 
Fund and the World Bank. It 
is time to decide where we 
are going, not as a nation 
but as a species. 

Democratic theory advo- 
cates an emphasis on indivi- 
dualism, while communist 
doctrine emphasizes the 
collective. Yet the funda- 
mental differences between 
the two are becoming less 
focused as the two systems 
overlap within the same 
global structure. Many in 
the West would suggest that 
each man's equal voting 
power is only a logiced 
extension of his social, 
historical, and economic 
perspective; ergo , all men 
are equal -- or should be. 
This dangerous, but perhaps 
warranted, conclusion has 
led us to demand more from a 
democractic economic struc- 



ture than is feasible. 
While the right of the 
individual is used as the 
base, the collective rights 
and power of the composite 
have grown totally out of 
proportion. Big Business, 
Big Labour, and Big Gov- 
ernment have entrenched 
themselves so deeply in our 
current^, philosophies, that 
radical societal and econo- 
mic innovations seem prac- 
tically impossible. Yet if 
Mao had any relevant slogan, 
it is that innovation and 
change must be our credo. 
Our present collective eco- 
nomic decision to preserve 
the short run at the expense 
of the long run only serves 
to strengthen the strangle- 
hold of stagnation. For 
societies based on a pyrami- 
dal scheme of growth and ec- 
onomic distribution, this is 
fatal. 

In many ways we are fol- 
lowing in the footsteps of 
our grandparents in the 
late 1920's. A house of 
credit, no matter how large, 
built by selling the future 
to make the short-run more 
comfortable, must collapse 
when the bluff is finally 
called. Imminent radical 
change may soon become a 
necessity, not a luxury as 
it was in the sixties. 

Canada is in a peculiar 
position when it comes to 
implementing such changes. 
The American and British 
influences may prove too 
substantial for us to shake. 
We have blindly followed 
Britain down the path of 
post-industrial socied deca- 
dence. The staggering size 
of the American economy pre- 
vents economic initiative. 
We can only survive econo- 
mically by specializing and 
securing selected markets. 
In this way, we are in a 
position similar to that of 
Contkl on p* 7 



